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At Tri Global Energy, being a sustainable company means respecting our environment 

and supporting our host communities. It also means maintaining commitments and being 
accountable to our employees, partners, and shareholders, even when faced with significant 

and overwhelming challenges. Finally, it means transparency in communications, actions,  
and accomplishments. In that spirit, we’re sharing the following information with you.
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A Message From Our Founder, 
Chairman and CEO
 
At Tri Global Energy, I believe we are at a pivotal point 
for our company, our industry, and the global economy. 
The challenges we face in transforming the world’s 
energy systems from fossil fuels to renewable energy 
to avoid the catastrophic consequences of climate 
change is more pressing than ever and requires action 
in all parts of society. 

Tri Global Energy has had 12 monumental years of 
growth and progress, finding us today as one of the 
country’s top 10 developers of renewable energy. The 
company has achieved this milestone because of the 
people who are bold enough to believe there are 
new ways to build a company while pushing Tri Global 
Energy forward with relentless commitment to ensure 
we grow responsibly and retain the core cultural 
elements of who we are as a company. 

Right now, the discussion and dilemma of climate 
change has never been stronger, and the climate 
disasters have never been more jarring. Fortunately 
for all of us, the march toward progressive climate 
change policy has quickened with hopes of having 
new laws in place soon that could immediately impact 
our business. As a company which has helped develop 
the clean energy industry in the U.S., this is good news. 

At Tri Global Energy, we are truly helping to change the 
world for the better with infinite possibilities ahead. 

Best regards,

John B. Billingsley, Jr. 
Chairman and CEO                                                                      
Tri Global Energy
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ESG:
Environmental, 
Social, 
Governance

Blue Cloud I Wind Project
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Company Impact

Many of the farmers and ranchers were used to cotton 
and grain elevator co-ops, where everyone shares the 
cost and the equipment, so this “community concept” 
felt very familiar to them. 

Additionally, Billingsley ensured continued community 
support by bringing in community leaders to oversee 
the business. Each proposed wind farm was set up 
as a separate limited liability company, with Tri Global 
Energy and a group of key landowners and community 
leaders forming a board of managers. Tri Global Energy 
executives would travel from Dallas to Lubbock and 
the broader Texas Panhandle region every month to sit 
in a dozen manager meetings, going through actions, 
contracts, bills, and more. The managers would sign all 
the checks. Under the Tri Global Energy model, it was 
a highly transparent approach. 

This mutual respect and cooperative effort has resulted in strong financial returns for these rural citizens –Tri Global 
Energy has played a significant role on behalf of its community investors, resulting in something  priceless: because 
of the drought-resistant additional revenue stream resulting from these wind farms, families have been able to retain 
their land and their way of life, today and for future generations.

From the beginning, Tri Global Energy has been a company truly founded on the idea of 
benefiting society. First and foremost, as a developer of clean, renewable energy that powers 
the country’s businesses and lifestyles in a responsible way, without laying waste to the 
environment. And second, as a company that partners with communities and individuals to 
help build something special to benefit them as much as it does the rest of the world.

When founder John Billingsley 
conceived of Tri Global Energy, 
his vision was based in part 
on the fact that wind farm 
developers were approaching 
his contemporaries – West 
Texas farmers and ranchers – 
with deals that were skewed 

to the developer. As a landowner himself, John naturally felt a more equitable deal could 
be made. His re-imagined approach to creating a wind farm and uniting landowners and 
land investors was elegantly simple: the landowners would be guaranteed royalties and 
equity whether or not a turbine was placed on their land. Royalties would be distributed to all 
participants based on the pro-rata number of acres leased by the landowner and the amount 
of equity contributed by the local investors. 

The 155 MW Fluvanna Wind Project was the catalyst for 
pushing Texas's installed wind power capacity past coal 

power capacity for the first time in the state's history. 
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Environmental Impact

• A 2008 Stanford University study shows, worldwide, upwards of 20,000 
air-pollution-related deaths per year per degree Celsius may be due to 
carbon dioxide.

• An Environmental Protection Agency and American Lung Association 
report reveals that sulfur dioxide causes a range of harmful effects on the 
lungs. The Union of Concerned Scientists say that air pollution from coal-
fired power plants is linked with asthma, cancer, heart and lung ailments, 
neurological problems, acid rain, global warming, and other severe 
environmental and health impacts.

• Elevated levels of nitrogen dioxide can cause damage to the human 
respiratory tract and increase a person’s vulnerability to, and the severity 
of, respiratory infections and asthma. High levels of nitrogen dioxide are 
also harmful to vegetation — damaging foliage, decreasing growth or 
reducing crop yields.

HUMAN HEALTH

While no energy project is completely carbon “neutral”, 
comparatively, renewable energy construction is much 
kinder to the environment than other types of large-
scale energy construction or extraction projects — coal 
extraction, surface mining, and oil drilling are a few 
examples. 

Once the site is constructed, the positive environmental 
impact of a renewable energy project continues for 
decades. These projects produce no pollution, no 

emissions and no noise, which means generating 
power with no carbon footprint. 

The role of man-made emissions in global warming/
climate change – and the far-reaching consequences 
that will have – is one of the top news stories and 
international priorities today. Renewable energy 
projects, like wind and solar projects, do not output 
carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen oxides that 
would typically be generated by a fossil fuel resource. 

Hale Wind Energy l Project
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• The Wall Street Journal recently published findings from 
a book, “Hurricane Lizards and Plastic Squid; the Fraught 
and Fascinating Biology of Climate Change,” that highlight 
physical changes in a range of creatures that can be linked 
to climate change. Additional data analysis indicates even 
forests may be shifting their growth direction in response to 
a changing climate. 

• Tri Global Energy sites and develops its projects to minimize 
impacts to wildlife and habitat through close collaboration 
with state and federal wildlife agencies, conservation 
groups, and other relevant groups. Tri Global Energy also 
continues to explore innovative approaches to responsible 
development and opportunities for strategic investment.

• A recent report, “Assessment of Historic and Future Trends of 
Extreme Weather in Texas, 2000-2036,” predicts the number 
of 100-degree days in the state is expected to nearly double 
compared with 2000-2018, especially in urban areas. Rising 
temperatures negatively affect human health and productivity, 

as working outdoors becomes 
more challenging. Hotter days 
strain the electric grid, along 
with water supplies and the 
infrastructure that delivers them. 
The report also cites concerns 

about bigger storm surges as seas rise along the Gulf Coast and 
more flooding results from hurricanes strengthened by a warming 
ocean. 

• Even the U.S. military considers climate change a threat to the country's national security, given increased risks 
of conflict over water and resources, threats to U.S. military installations, and added risks to troops around the 
globe.

Existing renewable energy projects, like wind and solar projects, also save billions of gallons of water annually, 
because they require so little water to operate.

• For example, all solar power technologies use a modest amount of water (approximately 20 gallons per megawatt 
hour or gal/MWh ) for cleaning solar collection and reflection surfaces like mirrors, heliostats, and photovoltaic 
(PV) panels. For comparison, a typical family uses about 20,000 gallons of water each year. A 150 MW solar 
project would use 3,000 gallons annually.

Wind and solar projects allow for farming and ranching activities simultaneous with energy production – and at the 
end of their life cycle, the land can be easily returned to its original state.

WILDLIFE

PROPERTY/SECURITY

The number of 100º  
days will nearly double 
by 2026.
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_______

Sources:

Based on annual production values reported to the U.S. Dept. of Energy, Energy Information Administration by project operators for operating projects, and 
Tri Global Energy’s annual production estimates for projects under development from its resource measurements.

Based on U.S. Dept of Energy, Energy Information Administration estimates that the average U.S. household consumes 10,404 MWhs of electricity annually

RENEWABLE ENERGY BENEFITS

Fluvanna I wind energy project  
in Scurry County, Texas.

10 OPERATIONAL TRI GLOBAL WIND  
ENERGY PROJECTS | 2014-2020

18 TRI GLOBAL ENERGY WIND &  
9 SOLAR ENERGY & ENERGY  

STORAGE PROJECTS CURRENTLY 
UNDER DEVELOPMENT

Generating ~7.7M MWh       each 
year, enough to provide clean energy 
to ~741,500 U.S. households,  
avoiding ~5M metric tons per year  
of CO2 emissions          from  
fossil generation. 

Capable of generating ~23.1M MWh 
      each year, enough to provide clean 
energy to ~2.2M U.S. households,  
       avoiding ~13.3M metric tons per  
year of CO2          emissions from fossil 
generation. 



9Tri Global Energy Impact Report  |

Social Impact

• In October 2015,Tri Global Energy was selected by the Obama White House for the American Business Act on 
Climate Pledge, becoming among the first of more than 60 companies from across the American economy to 
demonstrate an ongoing commitment to climate action and to voice support for a strong outcome to the COP21 
Paris climate negotiations. Tri Global Energy’s Chairman and CEO and CFO attended that national event.

• In 2021, Tri Global Energy united with companies from around the world to participate in the United Nations Global 
Compact – Caring for Climate – to help shape the engagement of businesses with climate change, specifically to 
mobilize a critical mass of business leaders to implement climate change solutions and help shape public policy. 
Caring for Climate is the world’s largest initiative for business 
leadership on climate change with over 400 companies from 60 
countries.

• Cycling team, “Team Wind Force,” was formed in 2016 by Tri 
Global Energy's President to participate in the 75-mile course 
for the Round-Up Ride, the National Multiple Sclerosis Society’s 
top North Texas fundraising event. Now in its fifth year of event 
participation, the cyclists surpassed the $100,000 donation mark, 
making Tri Global Energy the awardee for the Dallas’s MS Chapter’s “Company on the Move Award” in 2021. In 
appreciation and to further the Dallas MS Chapter efforts toward its “On the Move” fundraising goal, Tri Global 
Energy contributed another $25,000 in 2021 – to help everyone see a world without MS.

• In 2020, Team Wind Force was one of the top 10 fundraising teams in the North Texas area, and every team member 
achieved Top Fundraiser, Club 100 (top 100 of all participants in fundraising) or Club K ($1,000-plus in fundraising) 
ranking. Team Wind Force includes riders from Tri Global Energy, Leeward Renewable Energy, Vestas, Siemens, 
USAA, USO, and the U.S. military retired. The team has raised donations for The National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
from family, friends, industry colleagues, and companies in the renewable energy sector. 

WORKING TOGETHER IN HOME, LOCAL & GLOBAL COMMUNITIES

The Dallas Multiple Sclerosis Chapter and TGE Leadership.
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• Tri Global Energy provides equal employment 
opportunity for everyone regardless of their race, 
religion, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, disability, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, veteran or military status, or any other 
characteristic protected by law.

• Tri Global Energy is interested in its staff’s continued 
improvement through the pursuit of educational 
goals. Employees are encouraged to further their 
educational pursuits and educational opportunities 
identified by themselves and the Company through 
time off for studies and reimbursement of expenses 
for travel, tuition, textbooks, fees, and software 
expenses. Participation in industry conferences is 
strongly encouraged.

• The Tri Global Energy management team has a 
female “C” level member and minorities included 
among staff.

• Tri Global Energy’s internship program is highly sought 
after by Texas Tech University and the University 
of Texas at Dallas students working toward their 
bachelor and master’s degrees in wind science and 
technology, renewable energy finance, and business 
administration. Tri Global Energy has consistently 

employed at least one to two interns every year since 
our beginnings. Many of these interns are offered 
employment upon graduation based on successfully 
completing their work assignments and course 
curriculum.

EMPLOYEES

EDUCATION

The Blue Cloud I Wind Energy Project in Bailey and Lamb Counties,near Muleshoe, Texas.
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• Like any fast-growing industry, the U.S. wind, solar, and energy storage industries require a skilled, multidisciplinary 
workforce to continue to lead the way to a sustainable energy future. Tri Global Energy has been involved 
through support of various wind and solar educational programs and research at Texas Tech University (TTU).

• From key support of a university fundraiser featuring former President George W. Bush, to university tours 
and involvement in national research programs, to meeting with the energy transition team and Governor of 
Tamaulipas, Mexico, (arranged by a TTU Arts & Sciences board member), Tri Global Energy has contributed time 
and support to Texas Tech University to build awareness and value among students and staff of the renewable 
industry. 

• In one instance in 2019, the Arts and Sciences Department at Texas Tech University launched a unique research 
project called HUMS – Home Utility Management System – which is designed to harness natural resources. 
Texas Tech University’s Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences, W. Brent Lindquist, called on Tri Global Energy 
to get involved in the research project by contributing the wind and solar energy equipment needed, including 
solar panels and a wind tower, as well as the needed engineering and installation expertise at the research site 
in Junction, Texas.

• In 2019, Tri Global Energy was invited by 
Baylor University’s Associate Dean for Re-
search and Faculty Development to par-
ticipate in a panel discussion (in Waco, 
Texas, home of Baylor University) regard-
ing “Ethical Leadership in the Energy In-
dustry.” Tri Global Energy was represent-
ed by the company's President along with 
other top executives from Shell Global 
and Weatherford International. More than 
450 Baylor undergraduate and graduate 
students attended the event. Tri Global 
Energy also participated in the National 
Case Competition as a judge in the 10th  
Annual MBA National Case Competi-
tion in Ethical Leadership Finals at Baylor  
University.

• In 2019, Tri Global Energy representatives 
were invited to meet with the Faculty Chair 
of the Physics Department at the University 
of Texas at Arlington’s campus to deliver a 
presentation about renewable energy for 
the course “Energy and Environment.” The 
Tri Global Energy team further engaged 
with students and staff over lunch and with 
further discussion during the event.

EDUCATION (CONT.)

John Billingsley at Texas Tech University.
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• Highly engaged in the political process, Tri Global Energy believes that good policy benefits the company’s 
partners, its community investors, its landowners, its employees, and its shareholders. Policy decisions at every 
level of government can impact Tri Global Energy’s ability to develop clean and ultimately affordable energy. 
As a leading renewable developer in Texas and the U.S., Tri Global Energy believes it has a responsibility to 
share its perspective with policymakers and to participate as an industry leader in discussions regarding the 
future of electric power and clean energy. The company believes that without active political engagement, 
there would be less success in advancing the company’s corporate strategies. In addition, the company’s Chief 
Communications & Marketing Officer annually reviews significant trade association memberships to ensure that 
participation aligns with the company's mission and strategic philosophy. 

• Tri Global Energy has been recognized by both the U.S. Congress 
and the Texas Legislature for its leadership and contribution in the 
development of clean energy.

• In 2016, a U.S. Congressional Resolution was presented to Tri 
Global Energy by U.S. Congressman Kenny Marchant (R-TX, 
Dist. 24). 

•  In May 2019, the Texas 86th Legislature passed TX HR 1069, 
recognizing Tri Global Energy for the company’s first decade, 
citing the company’s role in advancing environmental and 
economic development in the towns, counties, and school 
districts where the company’s wind and solar projects are lo-
cated.

•  In December 2019, Congressman Jodey Arrington (R-TX, Dist. 
19) recognized Tri Global Energy and John Billingsley for 10 
years of renewable energy advancement in Texas.

CLEAN ENERGY AND POLICY ADVOCACY

Governance & Economic Impact

The Jefferson Memorial in Washington D.C. represents the Age of Enlightenment Movement.
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• Tri Global Energy is a full-fledged and highly active member of the 
Washington, D.C.-based American Clean Energy Association (ACP), 
the renewable industry group that works to champion policies on 
behalf of clean energy, including transforming the U.S. power grid to 
a low-cost, reliable, and renewable power system. ACP launched in 
January 2021 with core membership comprised of former members 
of the American Wind Energy Association (AWEA), a group which 
grew into a national trade association for the U.S. wind industry since 
it was established in 1974 and merged with ACP at the start of 2021. 
Tri Global Energy also had been an active member of AWEA since 
2009 before merging into ACP in 2021.

• Tri Global Energy began actively working to heighten dialogue in 
Congress about clean energy and climate effects on the planet in 
2015. The company retained the Alpine Group, a government affairs 
consulting firm, to support its efforts to generate awareness about 
clean energy, and Tri Global Energy’s leadership in clean energy 
development in Texas and throughout the U.S. Alpine is one of the top 
25 lobbying firms in the nation’s capital, both bicameral and bipartisan 
and works in both the House and the Senate and for both Democratic 
and Republican-elected officials. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
meets the Tri Global Energy team at the Dallas 
headquarters (top). Congresswoman Cathy 
Rodgers (R -WA), current ranking Member of the 
Energy and Commerce Committee, meets John 
Billingsley at Dallas headquarters (center). U. S. 
Senator John Cornyn meets with John Billingsley 
and Henry Schopfer at the Senator’s D.C. office.

CLEAN ENERGY AND POLICY ADVOCACY (CONT.)

Pleasant Hill Wind Energy Project
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• Wind power in Texas, a significant portion of total 
energy in Texas, consists of well over 150 wind projects. 
If Texas were a country, it would rank fifth in the world 
for wind energy production. The installed wind capacity 
in Texas exceeds installed wind capacity in all countries 
but China, the United States, Germany and India. Texas 
produces the most wind power of any U.S. state. 

• Texas also is a leader in utility-scale solar, and together, 
the wind and solar industry has created more than 
25,000 jobs for local communities and for the state. 
Texas is seen as a profit-driven leader of renewable 
energy commercialization in the United States. 

• As a leading renewable developer in Texas, it has 
been critical for Tri Global Energy to communicate 
proactively with the state’s representative leadership 
in Austin, Texas. Tri Global Energy has retained The 
Ratliff Group, a leading state lobbying group, to guide 
relationship development and to advocate for the 
company’s renewable energy interests.

Turbine blades get a quick rinse before installation at Pleasant Hill Wind Energy Project.

Hosting a government contingent from 
Tamaulipas, Mexico, led by Governor Francisco 

Javier Garcia Cabeza de Vaca (center).

CLEAN ENERGY AND POLICY ADVOCACY (CONT.)
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• In early 2018, Tri Global Energy created the “Tri Global Energy Wind Leadership Award,” recognizing elected 
leadership in Texas who demonstrate a commitment to wind development and to the people who rely on 
wind energy projects to support their families and communities. The Award has gained both recognition and 
prominence. 

Former U.S. Congressman Mike Conaway (R-TX Dist. II) 
receives the 2020 Tri Global Energy Wind Leadership Award.

TGE's Susie Lomelino recognizes Texas U.S. Senators Ted Cruz (left) and John Cornyn (right) with  
the 2019 Tri Global Energy Wind Leadership Award at their respective Washington, D.C. office.

CLEAN ENERGY AND POLICY ADVOCACY (CONT)

TRI GLOBAL ENERGY WIND LEADERSHIP AWARD

Year Recipient

2018 U.S. Congressman Jodey Arrington (R-Dist. 19)

2019 U.S. Senator John Cornyn (R-TX)

2019 U.S. Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX)

2020 U.S. Congressman Mike Conaway (R-Dist. 11)

2021 Texas Governor Greg Abbott

2021 Texas House Representative Chris Paddie (R-Dist.9)
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Tri Global Energy’s community investments support 
the community workforce, landowners, and local 
governments. Tax revenues from Tri Global Energy 
projects support community services, strengthen schools, 
improve infrastructure, and fund critical police, fire, and 
emergency medical departments, leading to a higher 
quality of life for residents.

HOME COMMUNITY INVESTMENTS

Ruth and John Hall, early investors in the  
Blue Cloud I Wind Farm, receive payment from  

John Billingsley, Tri Global Energy Chairman and CEO.

Managers from Fluvanna, Bearkat and Hale Wind Projects.

TO DATE, TRI GLOBAL ENERGY 
PROJECTS HAVE BROUGHT ABOUT:

1 million acres leased; 
3,500+ landowners

$110 million paid 
to landowners and 
community investors

$800+ million in 
local tax and royalty 
benefits paid to  
local communities

Estimated over 30 
years of operation, 
$9.02 billion  
in capital investment
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• Tri Global Energy has maintained a board of directors containing three executive directors and at least two 
independent non-executive directors for nearly nine years. The average tenure of members on the current 
board is nine years. One of the non-executive directors is female.

• All members of the Tri Global Energy board of directors have diverse experience with participating on other boards 
outside the renewable energy industry, including telecom, chemicals, oil & gas, banking, heavy manufacturing, 
finance, and retail energy services.

• Tri Global Energy engages with company investors on a regular basis. Since 2011, the company has engaged in 
significant investor outreach, sending Tri Global Energy investors a quarterly letter signed by Tri Global Energy’s 
Chairman and CEO, that contains information about:

3 Company operations and advancements      3 Company expansion and growth plans

3 Renewable project sales and partnerships      3 Tri Global Energy press coverage and events

3 Climate and renewable energy policy

• Executive directors, independent non-executive directors and employees own nearly 50% of the Company’s 
shares, joining more than 300 accredited shareholders holding the balance of shares. All interests are common 
shares, and each share has an equivalent vote.

• Tri Global Energy’s financial performance has been independently audited annually by a Public Company 
Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB) registered audit firm, since the Company’s inception. n

CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY
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Bearkat Wind Project


